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Kaunitz's negotiations in Paris she wrote " cousinly "
and " affectionate " letters to Madame de Pompadour.
Frederick of Prussia publicly announced that his spies
had intercepted some of these letters. In September
1758, in fact, he had published a " Lettre de la Marquise
de Pompadour £ la reine de Hongrie."
It is true that, with Maria Theresa's grudging con-
sent, Kaunitz in 1756 sent the Marquise a portrait of
the Empress (in a frame valued at 80,000 livres), and
that Madame de Pompadour wrote to thank Maria
Theresa for this gift. As a matter of fact, Kaunitz
wrote to Starhemberg, who had forwarded the Marquise's
note in the diplomatic pouch, that " it might be ex-
tremely awkward for him when the Empress read this
letter/' For to further his diplomatic ends, Kaunitz
had written rather frequently to Madame de Pompadour
after his return to Vienna, and his letters had been full
of imaginary messages from the Empress, messages
which she herself had never sent. " The Empress was
touched, Madame," Kaunitz on one occasion wrote to
the Marquise, " by the interest you continue to show
for her future alliance with the King of France."
Frederick of Prussia's contention that Maria Theresa
herself wrote to the Marquis is most probably untrue.
Apart from Madame de Pompadour's note of thanks, no
correspondence between these two so different women
has been handed down to us, and it can be safely assumed
that no such correspondence ever existed. As yet, even
for political reasons, Maria Theresa, whose puritanism,
and whose personal jealousy of her husband's mistresses
were at their height, would not have condescended to
ask favours of a woman whom she considered outside
the pale of decent moral society. Already, however, she
was astute eaongli as a poHtidaa to have developed the

